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Editorial.
In solidarity

DIANA ELENA NEAGA
Editor of Analize – Journal of Gender and Feminist Studies
VALENTIN QUINTUS NICOLESCU
Editor of Analize – Journal of Gender and Feminist Studies

The Covid-19 pandemic has dramatically transformed all our lives and the way we do things.
Plans, projects, writings have been cancelled or postponed. As other professionals, scholars
also faced challenges related with then new work from home practice, doing research in a
“socially and physically distanced world”, facing the fear and uncertainty of living in a
pandemic context. Taking into consideration all the above, we felt the need to give a sign of
solidarity during difficult times and that is why we launched a non-thematic call for papers for
our next Analize Journal issue.
As always, our intention is to open conversations among Eastern and non-Eastern
feminist researchers on the situated nature of their feminism(s) and to encourage creative and
critical feminist debates across multiple axes of signification such as gender, sexual orientation,
age, disability, ethnicity, religion, and so forth. To this respect, the articles presented in the
current issue are a testament to our commitment for the diversity of approaches and topics
explored in our journal.
In her article, Faten Havez looks at the way in which ghost stories written by female
authors like Anne Hoyt, Rose Terry Cook, and Alice Cary were subversively employed during
Victorian times to address complex issues of womanhood and social oppression. Female
characters in thrilling ghost stories were used to criticize women’s social standing in the era
and their lack of substantive agency. Faten Havez thus suggests the term of “ghostedness” in
order to illustrate the transformational act through which the fictional female characters move
from the physical plane into a supernatural one, thus abandoning the realities of insecurity and
oppression.
From a different perspective, Vladimir Mitev is re-reading Simin Daneshwar novel
Savushun through second wave feminist lenses. It is particularly interesting to observe how the
second wave feminist agenda was adapted and transformed within an Iranian cultural and
political setting. Thus, we can follow the emancipatory journey of Zari, the main character of
the novel, who has to navigate complex and often contradictory realities in her quest to serve
life, and not power, as other Iranians of her time do. Vladimir Mitev argues that many of the
issues featured in the novel are actually reflecting ideas professed by Western writers like Betty
Friedan, Luce Irigaray or Simone De Beauvoir.
Tristan Venturi attempts to comparatively analyze two fictionalized accounts of
women’s diaries originating in contemporary Hollywood cinema – Sharon Maguire’s Bridget
Jones’s Diary (2001) and David Fincher’s Gone Girl (2014), from the standpoint of the diary
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as a crucially feminist project of self-conceptualization and self-actualization. The author
makes use of the manner in which the diary is approached in the above-mentioned films to
discuss the postfeminist and post-recessionary feminist understandings of female identity and
agency.
Georgia Scribelitto’s article tackles with the hidden meanings beneath narratives
discussing cultural matters by examining Zami (1982) by Audrei Lorde. She aims to achieve
that by studying the text through an interliterary and intercultural perspective, a methodological
approach that permits to highlight similarities and differences among texts from a specific
region. Georgia Scribelitto finds that Zami offers new and provocative visions of gender and
sexuality that challenge current European, American, Latin American or African conceptions.
From a completely different area of studies, Vivence Kalitanyi presents the findings of
a study conducted in Johannesburg, South Africa, which aimed to explore the possibilities of
designing spaces acting as a conduit in deconstructing gender codes in retail spaces of
menswear fashion. The overall results show not only that South African consumers are ready
for gender neutrality in fashion retail spaces, but also that gender neutrality seems to have a
positive impact on the South African fashion industry, therefore perhaps further stimulating
the shift from gendered to neutral spaces. To this respect, the study suggests a number of useful
ideas regarding the way in which retail spaces can identify their own specific, dynamic path
relating to gender divisions and non-binary fashion in South Africa.
Andreea Voina’s article is an attempt at mapping the main publications regarding
gender and innovation in 2020 during the COVID 19 pandemic, focusing on the theories,
approaches and methodologies used in studying the intersection between these concepts. The
article finds that, in spite of significant advances in various areas of study, innovation is still a
highly gendered research and practical field, thus underlining the need for further challenging
gender definitions, analyzing power relations in order to gaining a better understanding of
gender and women’s relationship to innovation, and also for improving and furthering an
empowerment agenda.
Ayobamy Onanuga approaches the issue of gender and sexual violence from an original
perspective, involving women and wives as perpetrators of sexual oppression towards male
gays and bisexuals in African fictional narratives. In order to achieve this goal, the article
focuses on two texts – Alaa Al Aswany’s The Yacoubian Building and Jude Dibia’s Walking
with Shadows –, representing Northern and Sub-Saharan Africa. In this approach, based on
Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of agency, female characters play essential roles as upholders of the
heteronormative moral sexual order, repressing the sexual agency of the queer characters,
causing emotional and psychological trauma.
Su-Chien Chen is using Michel Foucault’s discourse analysis approach to focus on the
Tampon Tax Campaign global movement, specifically on the various discursive strands both
fueling and countering the campaign. Moreover, the article goes beyond the abovementioned
discursive practices, and also comparatively analyzes legislations in Australia, California and
Scotland drafted in response to the tampon tax campaign between 2017 and 2020. The article
argues that menstruation inequality is an intersectional issue, and the tax campaign, albeit
generally speaking a smart strategy, should be just a part of an increasingly wider and stronger
effort to address the menstruation taboo and the underlying power relations enabling it.
Noran Atteya and Christopher Isike draw on two distinct areas of peacebuilding studies
within the broader International Relations field, and more specifically, on the intersection
between women’s role in peacebuilding processes and the religious peacebuilding area of
research. The authors argue that this intersection can prove to be quite relevant when tackling
with post-conflict areas around the Muslim world, therefore trying to make the care for the
potential role that Islamic feminism can play in rebuilding predominantly Muslim societies by
challenging discriminatory and oppressive cultural practices, attitudes, policies or legislations

Analize – Journal of Gender and Feminist Studies • New Series • Issue No. 17 (31)/2022

Page |7
legitimated by the patriarchal Islamic doctrines. Thus, the authors are contesting the
traditionally-held beliefs in the academia that tend to have a rather dismissive attitude towards
religion’s role in the peacebuilding processes and also tend to see women not as agents able to
contribute and influence post-conflict peacebuilding processes, but as subjects or victims of
such processes.
Amina Šehović takes on a historical figure to address the issue of visual representations
of female power in Ancient Egypt. The article examines one of the very few women-pharaoh
in Egypt, Hatshepsut, from the standpoint of patriarchal imagery and discourses attached to
power-wielding in ancient societies and the way in which it shaped the construction of a female
political figure.
Siti-Nur Azizah discusses the concept of religious moderation through the lens of
gender equality in Islamic thought. The article analyses the way in which various schools of
Islamic thought relate themselves to the concept of religious moderation as an attitude of
respect and inclusion, but also reviewing it from a gender equality perspective, understanding
that this concept can be seen as an indicator of moderation. Furthermore, Siti-Nur Azizah is
then looking to the ways in which the concept of religious moderation, particularly seen as
gender equality is reflected in contemporary Indonesian policy.
The current issue of AnaLize – Journal of Gender and Feminist Studies hosts a variety
of issues, theoretical approaches, and methodologies from very different areas of academic
inquiry and, in our opinion, offers a glimpse into the vast diversity that is constitutive for the
Gender and Feminism domain. This, together with the quality of the research presented by the
authors, is in our view, a refreshing sign that gives us hope for the future in these unusual and
sometimes dark times.
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