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Abstract 

This article examines the question of how women are embodied in state feminisms. The focus is on 

women whose placement in political discourses and policies is problematic in some cases for some 

reasons, such as who make governmental actions to strengthen women’s position in society; to what 

end; women’s role and participation in the policy making process; legislative, executive and juridical 

representation of women; and their relation with feminist movement. How women are located in the 

society defines not only that women’s position but also the position of men in relation to women. That 

is the reason why this paper considers state policies on women not always to improve women status 

but to locate women in, or attach them to the related political visions. 

The notion of bio-politics is central to Foucault’s work in the context of body and population. He 

uses the term bio-politics, derived from his own notion of bio-power, as the implementation of state 

power over both the physical and political bodies of a population. Thus, state policies on physical 

bodies of women are highly significant for an analytical understanding of both social structures and 

transformations.       

I shall present the Turkish case to illustrate a kind of state feminism. The emergence of Turkish 

state feminism at the turn of the 20th century is a master key to analyze state policies on the women’s 

body regarding to the Turkish transformation. However, we recognize a line of rupture from the 

primary policies at the turn of the new century. Besides supranational policies, the recent state 
                                                           

1 Special thanks to my dear student Bahar Ayça Okçuoğlu for her editorial support in the preliminary version of this study. 
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feminism has a new paradigm for women of Turkey. This paper attempts to question not only the 

paradigm shift from the Westernist to the post-Islamist reason but also the negative impact of their 

existence on women as individuals and feminist solidarity.  
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